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female controlled and initiated meth-
ods of prevention such as the female 
condom and microbicides. 

A usable microbicide must be devel-
oped so that women, with or without 
the consent of a partner, can protect 
themselves from HIV/AIDS. We are at 
least five years away from the avail-
ability of a first generation product. 
Not only must we see that one is devel-
oped, we must make sure that it is usa-
ble and made available in developing 
countries, that women are informed 
about its availability, and that they 
are instructed in its use. 

We should put more money into in-
creasing the availability of the female 
condom, and continuing to refine the 
product. The female condom is not a 
miracle solution. Critics contend that 
women cannot use them without the 
knowledge of their partners, therefore 
it is redundant to make them available 
when the male condom is so readily 
available. What I would say is that if 
we are willing to make the choice 
available to men to use protection, we 
should be willing to give women a 
choice about protecting themselves as 
well. 

Right now part of the reason that fe-
male condoms are not available is 
price. A bulk purchase would serve to 
lower the cost to the consumer. An-
other problem is information. We must 
teach people about the female 
condom’s existence, and show people 
how to use it. 

The female condom is the only fe-
male initiated method of prevention 
available right now to women living in 
societies where their ability to make 
choices about when and with whom 
they are physically intimate are in 
some cases limited, and in other cases 
non-existent. Since the beginning of 
the epidemic, 10 million women have 
died of HIV/AIDS, over a million of 
them in the past year. Women are be-
coming increasingly affected. We must 
use every means we have to reverse 
these trends. 

I would also submit that it is impor-
tant that the United States give gener-
ously to the Global Fund for AIDS, Tu-
berculosis and Malaria. The U.S. must 
consistently show leadership in our do-
nations. In May of last year, the Presi-
dent pledged $200 million in seed 
money for the fund. Other nations fol-
lowed suit. None of them pledged more 
than the United States. The UK, Japan, 
and Italy all pledged $200 million. This 
is a perfect example of the fact that 
where the U.S. leads, others will fol-
low. There are now almost $2 billion in 
pledges for the fund; $800 million is ex-
pected to be available this year. The 
call for proposals went out in January, 
and the first grants are expected to be 
made in April. 

While I in no way fault the President 
for his initial pledge, I can’t help but 
wonder how much money would have 
been donated to the Global Fund this 
past year if America’s contribution had 
been $500 million instead of $200 mil-
lion. 

The Global Fund is a welcome addi-
tion to the fight against HIV/AIDS, but 
it must be just that—an addition. Con-
tributions must not take the place of 
bilateral programs. 

Finally, I submit that the job of de-
feating HIV/AIDS is too big for the 
United States to handle alone. We need 
the help of the international commu-
nity. I cannot state this in strong 
enough terms. We must encourage 
other donors to do their share to help 
halt the epidemic. The U.S. Govern-
ment provides nearly 50 percent of HIV/ 
AIDS assistance funds. This is 4 times 
as much as the next donor. It is imper-
ative that other donors be full partners 
in this fight both in their bilateral pro-
grams and their pledges to the Global 
Fund. We cannot win this war without 
their help. 

The steps I have outlined above are 
just that. None of what I have talked 
about is a prescription for a solution to 
the AIDS epidemic. Most of it is not 
new. I simply stand here before you 
today to point out that despite our best 
efforts the virus is marching on. How-
ever the situation is not hopeless by 
any means. The United States has been 
an innovator, devising effective pro-
grams to mitigate and reverse the glob-
al spread of AIDS. We cannot stop. 

I hope that Congress and the Admin-
istration can work together to reinvig-
orate and enhance current efforts to 
stem the tide of HIV/AIDS infection 
and care for and support those with the 
disease. Failure to do so will mean the 
death of an entire generation of people. 
That is much too steep a price to pay. 

f 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT 
OF 2001 

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President, 
I rise today to speak about hate crimes 
legislation I introduced with Senator 
KENNEDY in March of last year. The 
Local Law Enforcement Act of 2001 
would add new categories to current 
hate crimes legislation sending a sig-
nal that violence of any kind is unac-
ceptable in our society. 

I would like to describe a terrible 
crime that occurred February 2, 1998, 
in Corvallis, OR. A gay high school stu-
dent was beaten by three youths who 
used anti-gay epithets. Robert P. 
Huffaker and Michael B. Nash, both 16, 
and Cyle A. Schroeder, 15, were charged 
with third-degree assault and first-de-
gree intimidation in connection with 
the incident. 

I believe that government’s first duty 
is to defend its citizens, to defend them 
against the harms that come out of 
hate. The Local Law Enforcement En-
hancement Act of 2001 is now a symbol 
that can become substance. I believe 
that by passing this legislation and 
changing current law, we can change 
hearts and minds as well. 

f 

VIOLENCE IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise today to express my concern and 

dismay at the news of yet another sui-
cide bombing in Jerusalem. My 
thoughts and prayers go out to the vic-
tims and their families. 

Israel, a democratic state and a 
staunch friend and ally of the United 
States, has a simple desire that all sov-
ereign nations share: that it may live 
in peace within secure and stable bor-
ders, free from the terror and senseless 
acts of violence. 

I condemn this terrorism and those 
who carry it out. How many more inno-
cent lives must be lost before Chair-
man Arafat takes decisive and con-
certed action to reign in the terrorists 
and put an end to their brutal cam-
paign? He made a commitment at Oslo 
to settle the differences between Pal-
estinians and Israelis peacefully and he 
must live up to that pledge. 

I am pleased that President Bush has 
sent General Zinni back to the Middle 
East to broker a cease-fire and get both 
sides to adhere to the Tenet Plan. To 
put it mildly, he has a long road ahead 
of him and there is a lot of work to be 
done. 

Three articles discuss the situation 
in the Middle East: one by Washington 
Times columnist Mona Charon, an-
other by Libby Werthan from the Nash-
ville Jewish paper, the Observer, and fi-
nally an article by Naomi Regan called 
‘‘Living in Parallel Universe.’’ 

Each article in its own way describes 
some of the pain, anguish, and despair 
that Israelis feel over the continuing 
acts of violence and the collapse of the 
peace process. I urge my colleagues to 
read these articles and take their mes-
sage to heart. Israel wants peace. Israel 
needs peace. Israel deserves peace. 

I hope the day will come when I will 
not have to come to the Senate floor to 
condemn yet another bombing. Enough 
is enough. I urge General Zinni and the 
administration to do all that they can 
to help bring about an end the violence 
and the resumption of peace talks. 

I ask unanimous consent to print in 
the RECORD the articles I cited. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
[From the Augusta Chronicle, March 9, 2002] 

FLAWED SAUDI PEACE PLAN EXPOSED 
(By Mona Charen) 

Imagine for a moment that all reporting 
about the U.S. war on terrorism was pre-
sented without reference to Sept. 11. Amer-
ican attacks from the air using B–52s and F– 
16s against fighters armed with small weap-
ons would seem quite disproportionate. Our 
stated intention to kill as many members of 
al Qaida as possible might be condemned, by 
our own Department of State, as ‘‘excessive’’ 
and ‘‘contributing to the cycle of violence.’’ 

But U.S. actions are never presented that 
way, because everyone acknowledges that we 
have the perfect right to defend ourselves 
against those who have done us grave harm. 
Nor are we asked to sit by and wait for our 
enemies to do us even more catastrophic 
damage if they get the chance. But when it 
comes to the Israeli/Palestinian conflict, the 
context is removed. Bleeding Israel is daily 
exhorted to stop contributing the cycle of vi-
olence. Her teen-agers are blown to bits at 
discotheques. Her babies are approached out-
side a synagogue by a suicide bomber who 
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